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EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: POAS MX 

SUBJECT: ORFILA CONSULTS WITH GOM ON OAS REFORMS 

1 . OAS SECGEN ALEJANDRO ORFILA CAME TO MEXICO ON AUG. 5 
AND MET WITH PRES LUIS ECHEVERRIA AND PRES-ELECT JOSE LOPEZ 
PORTILLO TO DISCUSS NEEDED CHANGES IN OAS. 

HE ALSO MET WITH PRESS AND LUNCHED WITH FONSEC OFFICIALS. 

2. PRESS REACTION ON VISIT WAS MOSTLY FAVORABLE EMPHASIZING, 

OF COURSE, ORGILA'S PRAISE FOR ECHEVERRIA S INTEREST AND 
SUGGESTIONS FOR REFORM OF OAS. ORFILA, IN ADDITION, POINTED 
OUT TO PRESS THE U.S. IS ALSO ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN PROPOSED 
REFORM OFFERING MANY SUGGESTIONS, SOME ACCEPTED, SOME NOT. 
ORFILA ALSO EXPLAINED THAT CURRENT FINANCIAL PROBLEMS OF OAS 
ARE ONLY TRANSITORY NOT RESULT OF U.S. POLITICAL PRESSURE 

ON OAS, BUT OF TECHNICALITIES OF CHANGE IN USG FISCAL YEAR. 

HE STRONGLY DENIED THAT OAS ONLY SERVED U.S. INTERESTS. 

3. TO DATE, WE HAVE LEARNED NOTHING OF WHAT TRANSPIRED IN 
PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS WHICH ORFILA HELD WITH ECHEVERRIA AND 
LOPEZ PORTILLO. AS INVITATION FOR VISIT WAS EVIDENTLY 
ECHEVERRIA S, HOWEVER, WE ASSUME HIS AIM WAS TO LECTURE SECGEN 
OF SOME ASPECT OF OAS REFORM - OR PERHAPS 

TO DELIVER VIEWS ON RENEWED OAS PEACEKEEPING INVOLVEMENT 
IN HONDURAS-SALVADOR DISPUTE. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT AND USOAS 
COMMENTS. 
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